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INTRODUCTION

SO YOU WANT TO

START A
BUSINESS!

M any teens across the country are operating their
own businesses. If you talk to adults who run successful
companies, you often find that they started their first
businesses when they were teens! Successful businesses
run by teens include: yard maintenance, computer work,
internet services, clothing, and many, many more.




hy do people sell lemonade, design clothes, or
run an online business? Because it’s an exciting
challenge! It’s a chance to take a creative idea, combine it
with work and skill, and create a successful enterprise.
And you can make some money too!

BUT is starting a business something you really want to
do? Lets look at the advantages and disadvantages of
running your own business.

ADVANTAGES DISADVANTAGES

It can be fun It’'s a lot of work

You can spend time doing something you | It takes careful planning and
enjoy organization to be successful

You will learn new skills that will be useful | You often have to work on weekends, or
for the rest of your life before and after school

You can meet a lot of interesting people

You can earn money!

There’s a reason why | didn’t mention earning money at
the top of the advantages list. First of all, it’s quite possible
that you won’t earn a lot of money. Starting a business is
no sure thing, and there’s always a change that you will
either get bored and give it up, or that you will have to give
it up and try again.




SO, IF MONEY ISN'T THE REASON,

WHY DO IT?

Why try to hit home runs? Why play the piano? Why try to
beat video game monsters? Because it’s a challenge. It’s
a chance for you to pursue it to the best of your ability. And
by reaching for that goal, you’ll learn more every day
about yourself and about stretching your skills. (Don't tell
anyone, but there’s even a good chance it will improve
your grades in school.)

And of course, it doesn’t hurt to earn a few bucks, either!

Things I'll Buy with My Earnings!

New Computer
Cell Phone
Shoes
Movie Tickets
New Bike

What will you buy? Make your own list of rewards!




PART ONE

START YOUR
ENGINES!

One of the most important things you can do to make
your business successful is to get a good start. (The same
way eating breakfast is important to having a good day.)
The choices you make and the planning that you do
before you begin will be very important through the life of
the business.



WHAT DO YOU NEED TO

GET STARTED?

Ideas: What is it you are going to do?
Skills: Do you have the ability to do the job?

Tools and Materials: What supplies and equipment will
you need to run the business?

Customers: Who’s going to pay for your product or
service after all this hard work?

A Plan: How are you going to set up, organize, and run
your enterprise?

For a business to succeed, you need to have all these
things before you begin. It’s really easy to get excited at
the “Idea” stage and try to get started without getting the
rest of the details in order. Don’t do it! You might start out
okay, but sooner or later things will catch up to you and
cause trouble.

READY TO GET STARTED?
THE FIRST STEP IS FINDING THE RIGHT IDEA FOR

YOU!



